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NOTICE OF ICNTHIj/ MEETINGS 


Time: 

Monday, March 11, 1991; 8:00 p.m. 
Location: 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 
Auditcriun 

680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington. 

Prog ranane^ 

"Deep Sea Events" 

Glen Brown, University of Torcnto 


‘Time: 

Monday, April 8, 1991; 8:00p.m. 
loca tion: 

Royal Botanical Gaidens Goitre, 
ftaditoilan 

680 Flains Rd. W., Burlington. 

Pr ogramme: 

f! North-taeriean Reptiles aiid AagMbians'' 
Sid Daniels 


Note: Please bring your own eng for lefresiizents to all meetings to save m throw away caps, so that 
wTcan all do a snail part for the envircroieiit. 


* A A. A: A: A * * A: 

NOTICE OF ITPCO^IIMO FXE3JD E'/EKTS 


I frwriay, Ma rc h 13; 7:30 p .m. 

KD® EWDY GROUP 

This is an informal but interesting meeting 
featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, an identification sesaKffi, and a 
workshop, film or set of slides about sane 
aspect of birds. If you're a beginner- 
birdwatcher, cxxne cart to learn ante about 
birds. If you're an expert birder, cone out 
to share your knowledge and enthusiasm. Bring 
youi‘ interesting bird sightings alc*ig. lids 
uenth will feature a presentation by Bill 
Crins cn the birds of British Coiimhia. Meet 
at the Royal Botanical Cardens Nature Centre. 
Organizer -Bruce Duncan 619-662-4709 

Sund ay, Mai xh 2 4; 8: 3 0 a.m . 

i« staira of "whd uskess 

Ken Baunan of Fsirlake Wildlife Managed 
Area will take us® a walk in search of these 
large yet elusive birds in the Grand River 
valley near Glen Morris. Meet at the SS? 
parkinglot. Governors Rd 6 Cgiivie St, ftaxlae. 
Contact -Beth Stonrant 627-2767 evenings 

525-2181 days 

Frida y. May 24 to Sunda y. May.26 

POUfT Pf3J4S OSffUC E2XFSD 
Reservations are sew closed for this field 
trip. Tbs response was greater than expected. 
Most of the cappers booked to go have been cn 
previous HNC canping trips, Detailed 
information will ba forwarded to those booked 
no later than the first week in May. 


March i t o May 15 

SIMSfflfc PMOSailA IMflBWTCH 
Ihe iisvk watch at Beaner Conservation Area in 
Griaeby officially begins on March 1. As 
usual, helpers for the count are needed. Ycu 
can learn as an assistant or serve as a 
counter for one or more days between Man* 1 - 
May 15. If you want to help, contact Mary 
Ellen Foley at (416) 937-7671 or Bruce Ikmcan 
at (519) 622-4709. 

Trie Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatdh is 
coordiiiating the count in 1991. It also 
produce:-, two newsletters annually, will be 
folding a "Hawk Open Base" at Beamer cn Good 
F riday, M arc h 29, and will host a banquet cn 
Sa turday, A pril 6 that features a slide 
presentation by Jeffrey Dodge cn the big hawk 
flights at Rochester, New York. 

For further information cn any of these 
activities, contact Bruce IXmcan, NPH 
President, at the meter above. 

S aturda y, Hay II; 9 :00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

IT !\2 133 m> I6KE A DIFFESSMCE 
The KNC, along with other local organizations, 
will once again be involved in the annual 
clean-up of natural areas within the Hamilton 
area. Our area of focus will be the Red Hill 
Creek Valley. Par further details about times 
and places, watch the Wood Duck, or contact: 
John Struger 547-5116. 
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PRESIDENT' S CX31JUMN 


By Doug McCall uni 


Last month our Club started a capital 
funds drive to help finance the WHAT'S ALIVE 
Biological Inventory Project. I am pleased to 
report that the Directors of the HNC have 
pledged or donated $1600 so far to this 
canprign. With support like this we can be 
assured that the project will he successful. 

Year may have read that the tires are 
being removed freer the farm adjacent to Spooky 
Hollow reserve, and forwarded to the United 
States for recycling. That is great news 
indeed, and John Fischer deserves a lot of 
thanks for tie role he played in achieving 
this result. For the past year we have been 
keeping the pressure on the Ministry of the 
Enviroraesit to enforce the law, and they have 
finally done so. We had great support from 

A A 


the Norfolk Field Naturalists and the other 
levels of government. It is very encouraging 
to see the (Mario government doing more than 
paying lip service to the enviremnent. 
Letters of ccmnendation to Ms. Ruth Grier, 
Minister of the Brvironssient, at 15th floor, 
135 St. Clair Ave. W. f Toixsito, Ont., K4V 1P5, 
are in order. 

What' Alive 
Fund-raising Drive 

Progress To Date: 


A J»: * * A 



HNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES, 1990-91 

* indicates members of Board of Di rectors DlSPIS! 

-Christine Bishop, 627-1076 

Field Events 
-Brian Wylie, 627-4601 

Social 

-Margaret Walton, 388-9369 

Harditoa Bird Records Core r attee, Secretary 
-Rdb Bobos, 519-888-0553 

New sletter Editor (648-±5 J7 ), 

-Rob Dobos, 513-888-0553 Street, 648-373; 


Officers 

-Past President: Mil Randall, 388-2494 
-President: Doug KcCallwm, 383-9844 
-Vice-President: John Struger, 547-5116 
-Secretary: Bruce Duncan, 519-522-4709 
-Treasurer: Dayid Stubbing, 637-3398 


fferrfeership Secretary 
-Pierre Arnold, 648-2519 


Sanctuary Ootrauttee Chairman 
-John Fischer, 643-3837 evenings 
336-4961 days 

.j unior Naturalists 
-Patricia Burgess, 648-6153 

rres aervaticffi Comrdttee Chairman 
-Brian McHattie, 627-1076 

Fdiuiation Gcii aattee Chairman 
Don McLean, 662-6901 

Publi city 

-Beth Stormont, 627-76b7 


Notewo rthy Bird Reco rds 
Mark Jennings, 335-5210 

B ird Study Group 

-Bruce Duncan, 519-622-4709 

Wildflower Restoration Ccamitt ee Chairman 
-Doug MoCallum, 383-9844 

FGN Rep res entative 
Margaret Mackenzie, 765-4778 

Voluntee r Coordinators 
-John Striker, 547-5116 
-Margaret Walton, 388-9368 
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X9SO BREEDDSTG BIRD HX Gi DJGHT'G 
FOR 'THE HAMILTON! AREA 


ORBBP SlgtflRY 

Hie 1990 field season was very 
successful for the Ontario Rare Breeding Bird 
Program (0R8HP) ir. region 11 (Haaiiltcsi- 
Weutworth-Brant). This was the second year of 
this provincial program, which aims to 
document the occurrence of 58 of the rarest 
bird species wliich nest in Ontario, in order 
to work towards their conservation (see Dobce 
1990 for more details). 

Sixteen ORBBP species were reported in 
this region during the breeding season of 
1990, and these occurrences are detailed 
below. First of all, I would like to thank 
all of the volunteers who conducted surveys 
and monitoring in 1990. and also those who 
provided incidental records, including; landa 
Burr, Gerry and Nina Chappie, Barb Charlton, 
Michael Clark, Ted Cole, Bob Curry, Bruce 
Duncan, Bob Finlay sen, Kathleen Gardiner, 
Martin Gebauer, Anthony Goudbavi, Bennett 
Hennessey, Bill Lanraid, Martin Mcflicholl, 
George Naylor, Brian Pomfret, Bill Smith, Ri.ck 
Snider, Mike Street, Margaret Walton, and Will 
Yusek. 

Overall, the news for wetland species 
was not encouraging in 1990. least Bittern 
was reported from Duiyho Karsh again in 1990, 
although ihe birds remained elusive and 
bleeding could not be confitm&d. Least 
Bittern and American Grot s wore not resorted 
from Valesis Conservation Area, where they both 
were found in 1989. The Black Terns did not 
nest at the traditional site at the nouth of 
Red Hill Creek, even though birds were present 
at the site early in the season. Changes in 
water levels associated with the cumpleticri of. 
dredging operations in Windermere Basin may 
have been a factor. 

Black-crowned Night-Herons continued to 
nest at the Pier 27 Conf ined Disposal Facility 
Obligate Ponds), with 44 nests counted, 25 of 
wiiich were active in mid-June (Getouer 1991). 
The ckATTward trend in this colony continued, 
as pressure from the nesting Double-crested 
Cormorants appears to be displacing the Night- 
Kerosis. 0?s tire bright side, 2 Night-Heron 
nests were also found on one of the Hydro 
Islands (Fane Island) in Banulton Harbour for 


By Rob Dobos 

the first tilts. Also at Pier 27, the Caspian 
Tern colony appeared healthy, with a total of 
184 nests in two areas amongst the gull colony 
being cfxtntcd (Gebawer 1991). 

Oxter’s Hawks were reported from sites 
in the Grand River Valley near Glen Morris, 
the Dundas Valley, and along the Speed River 
at Guelph (outside of region 11). An attaint 
in mid-Apri l to locate pairs of Red-shouldered 
and Cooper's Hawks that may fce performing 
courtship flights over potential nesting 
voodlots in the Flamborough area was 
unsuccessful due tb poor weather conditions, 
however this survey will be repeated again in 
1991. Watch the next newsletter for more 
details. One late season Red-shculdered Hawk 
was reported in the Hyde Tract, although the 
babit3t at this site seems unlikely for it to 
have nested there. A Long-eared Owl was 
located fran this site in late May, however. 

An excellent find was that of a nest of 
an Acadian Flycatcher near Spottisvood Lake in 
the Grand River Valley. A singing male 
Acadain was also located near Albertan, 
although it may have been a transient bird, as 
it could not be relocated at the site. 

Disappointing was that Tufted Titmice 
were not reported during the breeding seasen, 
despite much searching in areas where they 
resided during the previous winter. On the 
other hand, Carolina Wrens were reported from 
three sites, with territorial pairs at the 
Dundas Karsh, Chedoke Creek and at Shoreacres 
(outside region 11). 

The nest excitemait. in 1990 was on the 
warbler front. Cerulean Warbler umbers were 
quite healthy, with singing males reported 
from four sites in 1990: the Kayealand Forest 
near Killgrove (a traditional site), the 
iXindas Valley (2 sites), and Keros Rd. in 
Aldershot. A lone male Prothonotary Warbler 
was spotted in .July or Rat Island in Cootes 
Paradise, however further searches were not 
made to locate a pair. Prothonotaries were 
last known to have nested at Dundas Marsh in 
1987. Only one site was reported for 
Louisiana Waterthrush, near the Merrick Field 
Centre in the Dundas Valley, despite searches 
at other historical sites. 

A definite highlight was that a pair of 
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Hooded 'warblers were found at the si te where 
a singing male was located in 1989 irt the 
Bundas Valley. Later in the sumrer, the 
female was seen carrying food for yamg. 
Although fledged vonng were rot found, the 
behaviour of the adults indicated that they 
successfully nested, providing the first 
confirmed breeding record of this species for 
Ksmilton-Wesitvorth (see Gartshore 1988 for 
summary of previous Ontario breeding). 

Bgually as exciting was the discovery 
of Prairie Warblers on territory in the Hyde 
Tract throughout June, At least three 
different singing Bales were located in this 
mature conifer plantation. This site may have 
been used for seer© time, as a belated report 
was received of a singing male being heard at 
this site in 1989 as well Unfortunately, no 
females could be located, and thus breedirig 
was not confirmed. Prairie Warblers have not 
previously been reported as breeders in 
Hasniitc«-Wentworth (Lambert and aiiith 1984). 

Orchard Orioles were once again 
strongly reported in 1930, with four sites, 
including two in the amdas Valley, cne at 
Koanrsberg Conservation Area, and are outside 
of the region at Streetsville. 

NA TURAL AREAS BWEMTOHY 

In addition to the volunteer efforts 
through the 0RB8P, breeding bird surveys were 
carried out in HaffdltorHfentwortb in 1990 by 
Linda Burr, lands, a biologist hired by the 
HNC to initiate work for the Hasnilton- 
Vfentvorth Biological Inventory Project, 
ottTducted surveys for breeding birds in 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas and other 
sites in tire Region. Twenty-six sites were 
visited in 1990, with a total of 1013 
individual bird records of 109 species being 
recorded and logged into a ctsif*uter database 
(Burr 1990). 

This survey work was very' preliminary 
oaapared to the more detailed inventory which 
will take place during the 1991 field season. 
Based on these early results, the areas 
surveyed with the highest diversity of 
breedixsg binds were the Duiteas Valley (Martins 
Road area), Sinclairville Lowland Forest, Hyde 
Tract, Jersey vilie Road woodlot, Saltfleet 
Vccdlot, arsd Lynden Road & Fifth Ccstcessicn 
areas. These surveys by Linda provided 
several of the records for the CRBLSP c©Plica ted 
a)»ve. Many records of regionally imcormon or 


rare species were also obtained, see© of v/hich 
are discussed below, 

(KiMio h e kmry INVENTORY 

The Gntario Heronry Inventory (OBI), a 
province-wide survey of Great Blue Heron 
colonies organized by the Lcng Point Bird 
Observatory, was re-activated in 1930. 
locally, the Icx^g established B&verly Swamp 
heronry was inventoried by HNC field workers 
are) 0HI staff, and up to 70 active Great Blue 
Heron nests were counted. 

A second snai l heronry was discovered 
in 1990 in the Satlfleet Woodlot, which had 
three active nests in late June. An 
additional heronry was also found south of 
Grineby which had 13 Great Blue Heron nests in 
mid June. These two previously unknown 
heronries add to a relatively healthy picture 
for this species in our area, 

PIK ER BR EEDING RECORDS 

A nunber of other regionally uncommon 
to rare species were reported during the 
breeding season in the Hand Item area in 1990. 
Among the vaterbirds, American Bittern, which 
lias become a very rax© breeder locally over 
the past ten years, was found at cste site last 
year, in a wetland adjacent to the Hyde Tract 
in naefaxroegh. Common Moorhens were recorded 
at an encouraging five sites, including a 
raortant marsh in Windermere Basin, where fair 
juveniles were regularly seen late in the 
sutnrer. Colonial waterbird populations on 
Hamltosr H&rfccur were at record high numbers 
for species such as Double-crested Cormorants, 
Gannon Terns and Ring-billed Gulls (see 
Gebauer 1991 for more details). 

Raptor-wise, a pair of Northern 
Goshawks were observed in courtship flight 
over a woodlot near Westover in mid-May, bait 
a nest was not looked for later in the season. 
Also interesting was a pair of Broad-winged 
Hawks resident in the Dundas Valley near 
Martins M. 

In 1990 it was becoming more evident 
that Kild Turkeys are firmly established in 
the Hamilton area. Reintroduction programs in 
the Grate River Valley near Glen Morris and. in 
the Short Hills area of the Niagara Peninsula 
have apparently been quite successful, as 
turkeys have been reported, mostly by 
landowners site hunters, in areas of Giimby 
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and Saltlleet to the east, and Flasborosigh and 
Bnmtford to the vest. Significantly, a 
forale with three juveniles were seen and 
photographed just outside cf Brantford in late 
July, providing our first confirmed breeding 
record this century. 

Both Red-headed and Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers were reported in good routers, 
with twelve and four sites, respectively, 
being reported during the breeding season. 
The stronghold for these two species is a 
broad region along the Grand River Valley 
south and west of Hamilton. 

Of such interest is the diversity of 
warbler species which were reported locally 
during the 1930 breeding season. Twenty-one 
species occurred, inclining the five 
nrovincially rare ones previously mentioned m 
the uf$BP sunnary. Both Magnolia and Yellcw- 
rurped Warblers were resident in the 
increasingly significant Hyde Tract. These 
may be the first know; breeding records for 
tf,ese two species in HacdltonWaitwortb, 
Nashville Warbler is known from cne site, the 
Crieff Bog. Pine Warblers are Gfaet certainly 
widespread in pine plantations as 16 
territories were reported in the area. Both 
Mourning and Chestnut-sided Warblers appear to 
be relatively cotnon, especially in the Dundas 
Valley and areas suds as the Hyde Tract. 
Other more ujKxsrtnonly reported warblers were 
fan rican Redstart, Northern Waterthrush, 
Black-throated Green, Black-and-white and 
Canada Warblers. Abundant and widespread 
species include Yelltw Warbler, ton*! 
Yellowthroat and Ovenbird. 

The situation with Bluerwinged and 
Golderrwinged Warblers is very interesting in 
air area, when; both species overlap. Blue- 
wingeds are strongly established and can be 
considered carmen, especially in the Durdas 
Valley and Flemboroigh areas. Goldeir-wingsds 
appear to be outniiii'ered by at least two--to-■ 
cne, but still occur in good rosters in the 
above two mentioned areas. The overlap of 
these two species results in hybridize tier,.- 
and the resultant Brewster* 3 Warbler forms are 
ocsanooly encountered in these same areas. 
Also, the extremely rare Lawrence's Warbler 
hybrid also occurs locally, with a f.smale-type 
being reported at the Ryde Tract in 1390, and 
a male being photographed hi the Bundas Valley 
near Martins J&ad in 1939. 

Anotter bird rarely reported during the 
breeding sea<»on around Hasiiltcn is the 


Solitary Vireo. Territories were reported 
from the Dundas Valley and near Glen Morris in 
1990. 

The very elusive Sedge Wren was only 
reported front one site in 3990, near 
Hillgrove, although it is likely to be present 
at other suitable sites. 

An interesting find was of a singing 
male Qay-colored Sparrow in the Jeraeyville 
Rd. Woodlot area. Another was resident in a 
suburban area of Brantford. These two sites 
were in addition to the only other 
traditionally kisown site near Rocktcn. 

Nesting box trails have made a 
significant impact in the return of the 
Eastern Bluebird to the area, and good mutters 
were reported in 1990, including pairs from 
sites near Cayuga, Carluke, Saltfleet and also 
the Eundas Marsh. 

In sinniary, the 1990 breeding season 
proved to be very exciting and full of 
suprises. The Bandltcn area has a wide array 
ot interesting breeding birds, despite the 
high degree of urbanization. Further field 
work in 1991 will undoubtedly unveil more 
highlights. 
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SOME UNa^WMONi TO RAPE PLANTS ENCXXJNTEJREID 
XK THE HAMILTON STUDY AREA IN 1.9>9Q 

By Bill Lamond 

Mule employed by the HaraJlai Naturalists' Gub in 1990 to conduct an atlas of harpstofauna, 
I observations or collections of several uncGtmar! to rare plants. These plants are listed halo’.; 
in tajoaumc order. All of the plants collected will be deposited in the herbarium at Erindale 
College, Mississauga. Species that are listed as prcsvincially rare are based an The Atlas of_ th e 
tore Vascular Plants of Ontari o (Argus and White 1982, 1983, Argus and Keddy 1984, Argus arid Pryor 
1988). Species that are list©! as regionally rare are based on Distr ib ution and Status of the 
Vascu lar Plants of Central Re gion (Riley 1989). 

Explanati on o f Abbr e viations and Symbal,sj_ 

IPwrishi p (Twp.): 

Anc -Areaster Grim -Grirtsby N.D. -North Dumfries 

Bran -Brantford (city) Cue! -Guelph Oak Oakville 

B.T. -Brantford Twp. Halo -Haldiaand Par -Paris 

Btjrl -Burlington Ham -Haettitcn Pus -Puslindi 

Can -Cfflbridge H.H. -Haltcsi Hills S.D. -South Dumfries 

Dunn -Dunnville Milt -Milton Tjsc -Tuscarora 

FIjbi -Flartoixwgh Miss Mississauga W.L. -West Lincoln 

+ Rare in (Mario S Rare in Central Region of KNR * collected 

I MM -Universal Transverse Mercator grid reference (to within 100 m) 
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H/y^ozxJiosr 0 irxstmtvs biro count 

By Mark Jennings 


Hamilton, ftil,: 43>16% 7*52’W, centre at 
York and Dundum Sts. Ml points within a 15 
wile (24 km) diameter circle to include 
Hamilton, part of Burlington, lake Msdad, 
Hater&wnV Hillgrove, Gr&onsville, IXindas, 
Mineral Springs, Ancaster, Scwtheofce, Hanrsca 
and part of Stcrsey Creek; elevatim 245 to 
1GC0 ft (76 to 300 m); habitat average: mixed 
v.oods 35 %, towns 25 %, (pi water 20 %, 
farmland 19 % ark? marshes 1 %. 

ite rariber 26; 3 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. M -partly 
cloudy, ffi -partly sunny. Tssperature 9F to 
18 5 F (-15* C to -8* C). Wind WSW at 22 M£sh (36 
. Snowoover 6 in. (15 can}. Still water 
frozen and moving water partly frozen. 
Observers: 43 in field in 23 parties plus 2 at 


feeders; 9 hours aid 77.5 miles cwling. Total 
party Iwurs 164; 114 csi foot and 50 by car. 
Total party miles 60S; 106 on foot and 500 by 
car. 

0 sunt: Carom loon 2; Double-crested 
Cormorant 3; Great Blue Heron 7; Black-crow ned 
Night-Heron 1; T undra Swan 3; Mute Swan 9; 
Snow Goose 1; Canada Goose 4113; Hood Buck 4; 
American Black Buck 397; Mallard 2081; 
Northern Pintail 24; Northern Sboveler 2; 
Gadwali 64; Cansvasback 25; Ring-necked Back 
1; Greater Scaup 233; lesser Scaup M0; 
Oldsquaw 13; Ccanran Goldeneye 34; Bufflehead 
104; Hooded Merganser 3; Common Merganser 
1038; Red-breasted Merganser 31; Ruddy Buck 1; 
Bald Eagl e 1 intn; Northern Harrier 3; Sharp- 
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shinned Hawk 4; Cooper's Hawk 2; Red-tailed 
Hawk 90; Rough-legged Hawk 2; American Kestrel 
18; Merlin 1 ? Ring-necked Pheasant 3; Ruffed 
Grouse 12; Acerican Coot 1; IXmlin 3 ; Ring- 
billed Gull 1087; Herring Gull 4268; Thayer's 
Gull 2 ; Iceland Gull 2; Glaucais Gull 70; 
Great Black-backed Giill 310; Rock Dove 949; 
Mourning Dove 460; Eastern ScreedrOwl 17; 
Great Homed Owl 11; Long-eared Owl 7; Belted 
Kingfisher 5; Red-bellied Woodpecker 1; Dcwny 
Woodpecker 112; Hairy Woodpecker 33; Northern 
Flicker 9; Pileated Woodpecker 4; Homed Lark 
20; Blue Jay 269; American Crow 4293; Black- 
capped Chickadee 1151; Red-breasted Nuthatch 
8; White-breasted Nuthatch 122; Brcwn Creeper 
16; Winter Wien 3; Golden-crowned Kinglet 16; 
Eastern Bluebird 6; Hermit Thrush 1; American 
Robin 71; Gray Catbird 1; Northern Mockingbird 
14; Cedar Waxwing 256; Northern Shrike 5; 
European Starling 66000; Northern Cardinal 
370; Rufous-sided Tbwhee 1; American Tree 
Sparrow 792; Song Sparrow 38; Swamp Sparrow 
14; White-throated Sparrow 4; White-crowned 


Sparrow 3; Dark-eyed Juneo 557; Snow Bunting 
286; Red-winged Blackbird 1; Rusty Blackbird 
1; Brown-headed Gowbird 1; Purple Finch 22; 
House Fine* 1614; Pine Siskin 25; American 
Goldfinch 319; Evening Grosbeak 2; House 
Sparrow 1827. 

Tni-alfi? 89 species, 93950 individuals. 

Observers: Alf Mann, David Agio, Christine 
Bishop, Hazel Broker, Gerry Chappie, Michael 
Clark, George Coker, Ted Cole, Jim Cram, ft* 
Crawford, William Crins, Robert Curry, Robert 
Dinnivell, Ted Direiivell, Rob Dobos, Inis 
Evans, Robert Finlay son, John Gallo, Denys 
Gardiner, Jerry Guild, Bruce Harachnitz, Ray 
Hughes, Mark Jennings, Dennis Lewington, Erie 
Long, Rick Ludkin, Bruce Macintosh, Bruce 
Mackenzie, Stewart Mackenzie, Murdoch 
Mackenzie, Don Kalema, Doug McCallum, Brian 
McBattie, Kevin McLaughlin, John Miles, George 
Naylor, John Olmsted, Bill Read, Peter 
Richardson, Ron Ridout, William Smith, Mike 
Street, Sam Tabcne, Rob Waldhuber, Alan 
Worming ton, Brian Wylie. 


a aaaaa***** 


NOrnETOOOTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Nuaber of species recorded to: 

December 31, 1990 -273 

Underlined species or dates indicates that a 
written doamentation is required by the 
Hsnulton Bird Records Oowruttee (HBRC). 

* -first record for the year 
F -first record for the migration 
L -last record for the migration 


By Mark Jennings 

Plumages: 

f -female 

m -male 

ad -adult 

inm -immature 

1st win -first winter 

2nd yr -second year 


Observers: Alf Mamo (AA), David Agro (DA), Christine Bishop (ffl), Barb Charlton (BC), Michael Clark 
(MC) George Coker (GO, Tted Cole (TC), Jim Cram (JC), Rob Crawford (RCr), Mil Crins (BCr), Robert 
Coni (RQ, Rob Dobos (RD), Rick Dcwacn (RDw), Bruce ftmean (BD), Robert Finlayscn (RF), Mike FVrrber 
(MF), John Galloway (JG), Marina Galloway (MG), Denys Gardiner (DC), Kathleen Gardiner 005), Ranulf 
Glanville (RG), Jerry Guild (JG), Ray Hughes (RH), Mark Jennings (Ml), Bill Lamcnd W, Dennis 
Lewington (DU, Rick ludkin (RU , Wolfgang Loft (WL), Bruce Macintosh (FKa), Ftododi Mackenzie (MM), 
Shelley Maxdiroe (SM>, Doug McCaliun (DM), Brian. McHattie (»G, Kevin McLaughlin (KM), John Miles 
(jjQ George Naylor (GN), John Olmeted (JO), Roelynne Price (RP), Peter Richardson (PR), Ren Ridcwt 
(RR)' A1 Sandilands (AS), Willian Smith (WS), Mike Street (MS), Jcbn Struger (JS), Sam Tabcne (ST), 
Robert Waldhuber (Rtf), Alan Wormingtcn (AW), Brian Wylie (BW). 


Species 

Date 

No./Flea. 

Location 

Observers 

NOVEMBER 1990 
Northern Mockirgbird 

Nov 8 

1 

Hwy 8 at Rockton 

BD 

ii •* 

Nov 11 

1 

Appleby Creek, Burlington 

WL,RP 
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Cedar Waxwing 

Nov 5 

200 

Merrick Field Centre 

ED 

Held Sparrow 

Nov 1 

2 

Appleby Creek 

WL,RP 

Red- v/inged Blackbird 

Nov 7 

100 

Over East Burlington 

li II 

White-winged Crossbill 

Nov 26 

1 

Merrick Held Goitre 

BB 

Evaiiug Grosbeak 

Nov 21 

1 

it ii ll 

<1 

DECEMBER 1990 

Ccssron Loca 

Dec 5 

1 

Lake at Hfty Rd 

km 

(4 M 

Dec 6 

2 

Shoreaores 

RD 

l< II 

Dec 26 

2 

Bay at Lax Landfill 

RC 

ts u 

Dec 31 

1 . 

LaSalle Park 

BL,KM 

Honied Grebe 

Dec 5 

3 

Hfty Point C.A. 

KM 

Red- necked Grebe 

Dec 5 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

II 

II 11 19 

Dec 5;10 

6;7 

Shoreacres 

KM,® 

Double-crested Cormorant 

Dec 1;5 

4;3 

Fifty Point C.A. 

MS; KM 

!1 II H 

Dec 5 

1 

LaSalle Park 

KM 

II II tl 

Dec 10,17; 26 1 

Desjardins Canal 

BW;DA,RD 

II- H !l 

Dec 26 

2 

Red Hill Cr at Woodward Awe 

RC 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 

Dec’ 2 

1 km 

Tailgate Ponds 

BC,RD 

II II II 19 

Dec 5 

7 

Red Hill Cr at Woodward Ave 

KM 

II 19 II H 

Dec 9;19 

3;1 

li n ii ll i« ii 

TC 

II H II 1* 

Dec 26 

1 ad 

II H II II II 11 

KM.RW 

Tundra Swan 

Dec 6 

5ad,2iirai 

&»reacres 

RD 

il l( 

Dec 26;31 3 

Woodland Cemetery 

RF,AW,*BL,KM 

Snow Goose 

Dec 5;7 

1 white phase Fifty Point C.A, 

KM;® 

ii (i 

Dec 7 

1 blue phase 

Leander Boat Club 

GN 

il I* 

Dec 22 

8 

Grand River at Cayuga 

AS 

ii n 

Dec 26 

1 white phase Desjardins Canal 

CA,RD 

Wood Duck 

Dec 26 

2 m 

II II 


Il H 

Dec 26 

2 Hi 

Sioux Lookout 

DG,WS 

Green-winged Teal 

Dec 1 

34;9 

Bandas Marsh;VaIley Irm 

m 

ll II II 

Dec 10 

8 

Princess Point 

ii 

Northern Pintail 

Dec 26 

23 

Windermere Basin 

RC 

n II 

Dec 26 

1 

Red Kill Creek 

KM.RW 

Northern Shoveler 

Dec 1 

1;12 

Dundas Karsh ;Toligate Ponds 

m 

11 II* 

Dec 3 

4 

Winona Sewage Ponds 

® 

le ll 

Dec 26 

2 

Windermere Basin 

RC 

American Wigeoti 

Dec 10,17 

1 

Dundas Hydro Prakl 

ffl 

Canvasback 

Dec 5;26 

30; 24 

Woodland Cemetery 

KM;RF,AW 

il 

Dec 26 

1 

South Shore of Bay 

RC 

Redhead 

Dec 7 

1 

learsder Rat Hub 

® 

Ring-necked Duck 

Dec 5 

1 

Petro-Camda Pier, Bronte 

KM 

«l ll Ii 

Dec 18 

2 

Tollgate Its ids 

RD,JS 

ll II ■■ 

Dec 26 

1 m 

Windermere Basin 

RC 

Greater Scaup 

Dec 16 

600 

Lake at Vineland 

RD,KM 

Lesser Scaup 

Dec 26 

140 

Windermere Basin 

RC 

King Rider 

Dec 1-9 

2 f 

Fifty Point C.A.. 

JO;KM et al. 

li ll 

Dec 1,2 

1 ist win m 

It ’ li if 

JO et al. 

Black Scoter 

Dec 2 

2 

ti n it 

BW et al. 

Suit Scoter 

Dec 5 

2 

ii ii i: 

PI 

White-winged Scoter 

Dec 2 

16 

li fl if 

EW 

Gasmen Goldeneye 

Dec 16 

1SXX) 

lake at Vineland 

toi.m 

Hooded Merganser 

Dec 18 

1 m 

Tollgate Praxis 

RD,JS 

M ii 

Dec 26 

3 

Red Hill Cr at Woodward Ave 

KM,KW 

Ruddy Duck 

Dec 5 

2 

Woodland Cemetery 

KM 

ll li 

Dec 18; 26 

3;1 

Tbllgate Ponds 

RD,JS;RC 
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Bald Eagle 

Dec 5 

1 ad 

Carrolls Point 


n II 

Dec 7 

1 ad 

Princess Point 

SM 

1) 11 

Dec 26 

1 2nd yr 

Dundas Marsh 

RD;RF,AW 

Northern Harrier 

Dec 2 

1 

Lake at Place Polonaise 

BC f RD 

n li 

Dec 6 

2 

10th Cone at Cheapside Rd 

MS 

«i it 

Dec 26 

1 

South of Waterdcam 

BCr,RR 

i« II 

Dec 26 

1 

Sulphur Springs 

JO 

ll «l 

Dec 26 

1 

Kings Forest Park 

GN 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Dec 20 

1 

Merrick Field Centre 

HD 

li li H 

Dec 24 

1 

Ancaster. 

MS 

ii ii i: 

Dec 28 

1 

Indian Lookout, Grand River 

KG,BL 

it ii :■ 

Dec 31 

1 

Orkney Rd 

RC 

Cooper'3 Hawk 

Dec 9 

1 

Brantford 

MS 

ll li 

Dec 9 

1 

27 Skyline Dr, Dundas 

MC 

Cl 11 

Dec 27 

1 

Vfestover 

CB,KG,BL,EM 

ii i> 

Dec 30 

1 

Qeeensway Dr, Brantford 

JG,M3 

Merlin 

Dec 1 

1 

Spencer Cr, Dundas 

m 

il 

Dec 26 

1 

Tamahaac Club, Ancaster 

RC 

Peregrine Falcon 

Dec 10 

1 

High Level Bridge 

TC 

Ring-necked ftieasant 

Dec 22 

1 

Taquanyah C.A. 

AS 

11 If H 

Dec 26 

2 

Kings Forest Park 

GN 

ll 11 11 

Dec 26 

1 

Red Hill Creek 

KM,KW 

American Coot 

Dec 7;26 

1 

Leander Boat Club 

GN;RC 

Killdeer 

Dec 1 

2 

Valley Inn 

BW 

li 

Dec 9 L 

2 

Kelson Ave 

KM,GN 

Dunlin 

Dec 1 

5 

Princess Point 

m 

li 

Dec 5 

1 

Fifty Point C.A. 

KM 

H 

Dec 26 

3 

Windermere Basin 

RC 

Cannon Snipe 

Dec 2;22 

5;4 

Taquanyah C.A. 

JM;KDw 

Bonaparte's Gull 

Dec 8 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

MC 

il ll 

Dec 29 

n 

z 

lake at Fifty Rd 

KM 

Thayer's Gull 

Dec 26 

2 ad 

High Level Bridge 

AW 

Iceland Gull 

Dec 26 

1 

South Shore of Dundas Marsh 

DA 

n ll 

Dec 26 

1 

Over Waterdown Rd 

BCr,RR 

IS ll 

Dec 31 

1 1st win 

Woodland Cemetery 

BL,KM 

Glaucous Gull 

fee 2 

1 1st win 

Lake at Place Polonaise 

BC,RD 

ll ll 

Dec 26 

70 

Woodland Cemetery 

RF,AW 

ii n 

Dec 31 

25 

North Shore of Bay 

BL,KM 

Long-eared Owl 

Dec 2;22 

1 

Taquanyah C.A. 

JM;AS 

II II H 

Dec 26 

5 

East of North Gianford 

RL 

ll il ll 

Dec 26 

1 

Raspberry Bouse 

AW 

ll 11 H 

Dec 26 

1 

Kings Forest Park 

CK 

Short-eared Owl 

Dec 6 

4 

10th Cone at CJieapeide Rd 

MS 

li ll if 

Dec 22 

5 

Hagersville 

ll 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

Dec 2 

1 

Taquanyah C.A. 

JM 

ii It 11 II 

Dec 22 

1 

Grand River, 2 km S of Cayuga MJ 

Selasshctrus bp. Hwarinqbird 

Dec 1-iOL 1 i.mn m 

Bocks landing, Grimsby 

Many Observers 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

Dec 22 

2 

Grand River, 1 Jon S of Cayuga AW-BW 

ll H »• 

Dec 22 

1 

West of Cayuga 

WS 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

fee 17;22 1 

Hopkins Tract 

BW;WL,RP 

ii " «• 

Dec 22 

7 

Grand River at Cayuga 

AW,BW 

ii ii •* 

Dec 22 

5 

Taquanyah C.A. 

AS 

ll ii » 

Dec 22 

1 

2 to E of Cayuga 

MF 

il il <1 

Dec 26 

1 

Hopkins Tract 

CB,HM,BW 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Dec 8 

1 

Hwy 401 W of Guelph Line 

BC,RD 

ll 1* 

fee 26 

1 

fells Point 

RF.AW 
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Pi leated Woodpecker 

Dec 26 

1 

Westdale Ravine 

DA 

li 11 

Dec 26 

i 

North of Waterdown 

M,JGu r JM 

li It 

Dec 26 

1 

Hendrie Valley 

MJ 

Homed Lark 

Dec 26 

20 

North of Waterdown 

AA, Jxkl, JM 

ii li 

Dec 31 

50;80 

Jerseyville;Mcunt Hope 

RC 

Tufted Titmouse 

Dec 22 

1 

Cayuga 

m,mi 

11 u 

Dec 22 

1 

1 km S of Cayuga 

MJ 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Dec 22 

11 

Cayuga 

AW,BW 

te/n Creeper 

Dec 28 

6 

Indian Lookout, Grand River 

KG,BL 

Carolina Wrai 

Dec 1 

1 

York Kri Ponds 

m 

11 ii 

Dec 10;17 1 

Dundas Marsh 


Winter to 

Dec 26 

1 

Hendrie Valley 

MJ 

ir II 

Dec 26 

1 

South Shore of Dundas Marsh 

DA 

n «1 

Dec 26 

1 

LaSalle Park 

GC,JC,RiI,DL,ST 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Dec 26 

13 

Dundas Marsh 

DA,RD 

it I* t» 

Dee 26 

3 

East of North Glanford 

RL 

Eastern Bluebird 

Dec 10 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

GN 

ii l( 

Dec 20;26 1:6 

Merrick Field Centre 

BD;DM 

Hermit Thrush 

Dec 26 

1 

Grey Doe Trail, RBG 

RF 

Varied Thrush 

Dec 2 * 

1 f 

Hanlon Creek, Gielph 

BC ( RD 

Gray Catbird 

Bee 26 

1 

Cherry Hil l Gate 

RCr,MJ 

Northern ffockingbird 

Dec 31 

i 

Christie C.A. 

RG 

Cedar Waxwing 

Dsc 9 

80 

Sulphur Springs 

ffl 

Northern Shrike 

Dec 10 

1 

Valley Inn 

©J 

ll n 

Dec 20 

1 

Merrick Field Centre 

ft) 

ll If 

Bee 22 

1 

Jerseyville 

RG 

II 31 

Dec 27 

1 

Beverly Swamp 

(B,KG,BL,Ki 

Rnfcus-sided Tcwhee 

Dec 26 

1 

East of North Glanford 

RL 

Field Sparrow 

Doc 22 

1 

Cayuga 

BW 

Savannah Sparrow 

Dsc 31 

1 

Valley Inn Trail 

JO 

White-throated Sparrow 

Bsc 26 

2 

II 11 ft 

RF,AW 

II II 31 

Dec 26 

1 

Ancaster 

RC 

II 11 II 

Dec 26 

1 

Kings Forest Park 

GN 

White-crowned Sparrow 

Dec 26 

3 

Toligate Fends 

RC 

Lapland Longspor 

Dec 31 

3 

Mount Hope 


Snow Bunting 

Dec 2 

74 

Fifty Point C.A. 

EW 

ll H 

Dec 29 

150 

McCollun Kd 

KM 

II ‘ ll 

Dec 31 

600 

Jerseyville 

rc 

IE 11 

Bee 31 

20 

Hwy 5, Brantford 

JG.HG 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Dsc 26 

i 

J- 

Red Hill Cr at QEW 

KK,RW 

Rusty Blackbird 

Dec 26 

1 

South Shore of Dundas Marsh 

DA 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Dec 26 

1 

Kerns Rd, Burlington 

FM,PR 

ll il 1* 

Pec 30 

25 

QueaisWay Dr, Brantford 

JG.m 

Pine Siskin 

Dec 26 

25 

LaSalle Park 

GC,JC,KH,DL,ST 

Evening Grosbeak 

Dec 3,4 

1 

38 Wise Cr, HaariltGC, 

BMa 

li ii 

Dec 26 

50 

2 km N of Rocktcn 

BD 

It 91 

Bsc 26 

2 

Ancaster 

RC 


Please send youi bird records for January and February by March 10 to Mark Jennings, 3066 Northview 
Cres., Burlington, Ont, L7M 1B1, or phone 416-336-5210. 


HAMILTON BIRBING HOTLINE: 648—9537 
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HAMX1L.TXDN * JUNIOR NATURALISTS' PRCXJRAMME 
PROVIDES NATURE AWARENESS TO 60 CHILDREN 

By Patricia Burgon 


The Hamilton Junior Naturalists' Club'3 
1990-91 season began with a full roster of 
children -60 in all -fairly evenly distributed 
from five to twelve years of age. This is the 
highest enrollaent for the Club in years, and 
has been made possible by an increase in the 
mnter of leaders to more than twelve. 
Nonetheless, 20 children remain on a waiting 
list indicating the need for additional 
environmental studies for children. 

More leaders also means that the group, 
already divided into 5-8 year olds (The 
Chickadees) and 9-12 year olds (The Deer), can 
be further divided into groups of less than 
ten for hikes. This allows the leaders to 
give note attention to each child. 

The season opening meeting cn September 
29 featured an always popular theme for 
children -insect study in tlie field. The 
group explored several different environments 
around the RBG Nature Centre looking for 
insects. An amazing variety were collected 
and taken back to the Nature Centre where Don 
McLean held a contest for the prettiest, 
biggest, smallest, most interesting and the 
highest ranter of insects. The most unusual 
was a walking stick over three inches lcng. 
At the end of the contest the children 
released all the insects.. .outdoors! 

The Dundas Valley Conservation Area 
(Sulphur Springs Station) was the setting for 
the October meeting where guest speaker Beth 
Stormont demonstrated iow to make wildlife 
habitats for animals. First, Beth stacked 
several smaller kids one upon another in a 
hilarious display of what a brush pile should 
look like. Then we followed Beth into the 
bush to see how a brush pile is made with 
debris from the forest floor. Snail groups 
went to separate spots and made three or four 
brush piles each. At mid-morning, we all came 
back to the Trail Centre for a break and a 
wildlife game led by Barb McKean. 

The November meeting was field at the 
RBG Nature Centre where the children learned 
ho# to help birds survive in northern 
latitudes during the winter. Each group trade 
different types of feeders by recycling milk 
cartons, plastic containers and made suet 
feeders by using mesh bags and drilled-oat 
legs. The Deer and Chickadees watt for short 


hikes around the Nature Centre with bird seed 
in hand to keep the flocks of chickadees well 
fed. 

David Inch from Rights for Raptors was 
the guest speaker at the January meeting. He 
presented a slide show which explained 
raptors' role as predators. He brought in a 
Red-tailed Hawk that he keeps which is 
unreleasable due to gunshot wounds. The 
children were not allcwed to touch it, but 
they still had a chance to see a hawk up 
close. David trade the hawk spread her wings 
to give the kids an indication of the 
wingspan. A pole trap was also demonstrated 
by using a pencil to represent the leg of a 
iiawk or owl. The pencil was crushed and 
broken in half, clearly illustrating to the 
children hew cruel these traps are. 

A short hike followed on which several 
species of birds were seen (and fed) as well 
as animal and pheasant tracks in the snow. 
Che of the kids found a cecropia noth cocoon 
cn a crab apple tree near the Nature Centre. 

Thanks to all the leaders: Brian & 
Patricia Burgon, Don McLean, Barb McKean, 
Steve Bcwcn, Nancy Lyne, Alan Ernst, Roslynne 
Price, Cheryl Matejcic, Marie Moverly, 
Margaret Walton. June Hurd and Denise 
Perbiutter. 

********* 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

The HNC would like to welcome the 
following new members wlio have joined since 
January 1991: 

Mary Lynne Brown 6 David Maltby 

Mary Dayman 

Sandra Fazakas 

John Fehir 

George Gardner 

Anthony Goodban 

W.C. & M. Luton 

Don McGillivray 

Fred fr Carol Nixon 

Reginald Parr 

Bennie Polych 

Stephen South 

Carole Ward 
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NOTICE BOARD 



vrani award for ENviRctaiEffrAL leadership 

An exciting new project co-sponsored by 
the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority and 
the Conservation Foundation is the Youth Award 
for Enviroranental Leadership. 11* purpose of 
this award is to recognize those senior 
secondary students in the l^snltoi-Wentworth 
Region who, through their projects and/or 
activities, have demonstrated an ongoing 
canrdtraent to the enviromait. This annual 
award includes the opportunity to attend a 
week-long, all-expenses paid, youth leadership 
workshop. 

Applications, which are available from 
the HRCA, must, be received by the HRCA no 
later than Mart* 31, 1991. For applications 
or further information, please call 525-2181 
ext. 47. 

EMVEOHEWTAIiTST CF THE YEAR A WARDS P INKER 

The Envircfsrrgntaiists of the Year 
Awards Dinner has bean held annually for the 
past eleven years, to honour individuals and 
groups who Ita vs made a signif Leant 
ocsitrilmtiai to the protection or promotion of 
the enviranuenfc in. the Regional Municipality 
of HaeidltoiHfaitworth. This award .is 
sponsoi^d by the Oonserver Society of Hamilton 
and District, the Hamilton Wentworth Ifon- 
Satkers' Rights Association and the KNC. 

This year, the 1990 Awards Dinner will 
be held at the Hillcreat (Concession ft Upper 
Wentworth Sts.) on Wednesday, June 5, and will 
follow the same fonr.it as last year. 

If you would like to, nominate an 
individual or gxtsip to receive an award, 
please contact John Sfcruger (547-5116 res) for 
an application or more information. 

Nominations oust be received by March_15^ 

1991. 


PtAMHTMG CM MAKIN G A MM? 

Wood Bucks are being returned to us at 
a rate of 2 per month due to address changes, 
dice a member moves away there can be no 
catfreHiicatiorr without a new address or phene 
number. If you are moving, please advise the 
HMC by mail or call the Meoisership Binder at 
648-2519. Please advise if you knew the 
whereabouts of the following lost Naturalists: 
Arthur Bailey, .John R. Collins, Bcrasie 
Hopkins, Lynda Jones, Elizabeth L. Robinson, 
Deirdre Wilson. 


AN EVENING WITH THE FOYERS 

A special. event in celebration of the 
Royal Botanical Gardens' 50th Anniversary: 
Date: Friday, April 12, 1991; 7:30 p.m. 

Place: RDG Centre Auditorium 
Tickets: RBG Members -$5.00 + GST ($5.35) 
Nonrmecbers -$7.00 + (ST ($7.49) 
Available at: HNC meetings chi Mar. 11, Apr. 8 
RBG Floral Art Shop 527-5577 
RBG Nature Goitre 527-7362 
Chapnan Books, 11 Cross St., Dundas 
Eddie Bauer Store, Eatco's Centre, James St. 
N., Hamilton 

Care and enjoy a pleasant evening with 
John and Janet Fester. They are superb 
photographers and film-makers; absorbing 
raconteurs and two very dedicated naturalists 
who share our enthusiasm and oeneem for the 
environment. Over the years, they have 
focused our attention cm the envirmnerit, not 
by scolding, but by shewing us just what it is 
we have to preserve and protect in this land 
of ours. With words and pictures, they are 
able- to create an empathy with our natural 
heritage. They have oo-hoated nrsiercus T.V. 
nature programs, and authored several books, 
over the past 18 years. 

Crjtrfflimcntary presentations ,bv: 
Johraou Diversified -Eureka tots, sleeping 
bags, pabks; 

EMie Bauer Store -Clothing for the outdoors; 
n^jpasn Books -come and have the Fosters sign 
a cxipy of their books for yew! 

A liitle extra sparkle vd.ll he added to the 
evening with the opportunity to jHirchase a 
glass or two of HBG's 50th Anniversary wines 
fettled by IfiHd&raasl Winery. 

NMUREFEST 91 

This event cospcnsored by the HNC and 
RBG will be held Sunday, April 21, 10:00 a.m.- 
5:00 p.m., at the RBG Centre. Watch for 
further details. 

sings im MCKngjY meeting s 

Members wishing to show their slides at 
the ncsitbly meetings in March, April or May, 
should contact Pierre Arnold or Frank Morely. 
Up to 25 slides are acceptable for a featured 
theme. Bring in your slides to the next 
meeting for Pierre to ready them for shewing. 
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■ltiis newsletter is printed on recycled paper. 


